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The whites, although they had gained advantages in the war,
were scarcely less than the blacks agitated with mutual dissen-
sions. While they lost time and energy in -discord, the men of
color assumed a formidable position under one of then' caste,
named Beauvais. The movement had an excuse in the cruel-
ties which the colonists perpetrated at the Cape, where seven-
teen mulattoes had been put to death without even the forms of
a trial, and where daily, fugitive slaves, even the most faithful,
were, on seeking an asylum in the city, forthwith hanged, after
having escaped the dangers of being massacred on their road
by some of the white scouts who scoured the neighborhood.

On every side the grossest injustice prevailed; crime was re-
paid with crime; vengeance followed vengeance; the civilized
master -degraded himself no less than the neglected slave;
between the two stood the mulatto, the enemy of both, and
prepared to sacrifice either for his own aggrandizement.

The ease with which the mulatto betrayed the rights of the
negro may be exemplified in the case of a number of men
denominated the Swiss. In the ranks of the men of color were
three hundred slaves, who received the title, of "the Swiss,"
from the resemblance which their service bore to that of the
Swiss under the French monarchy. Used by the men of color
in their warfare against the whites, they were surrendered by
the former at the demand of the latter the moment fortune
began to frown on the mulatto cause. Consisting of men of
color as well as negroes, they were thrown on the coast of
Jamaica. Driven thence, they either perished in the ocean
or on the inhospitable shores of their birth, presenting in their
sufferings and destruction a proof of the inhumanity of the
whites and the perfidy of the mulattoes.

Disorder continued to increase. It would be a tedious as
well as painful task to recount the misdeeds that were done on
all sides, at the Cape by the colonists, at La Grande Riviere by
the negroes, and in the West by the mulattoes. The leaders of
the blacks began to feel that they had in hand a hopeless cause.
The liberation of the negro population was not possible in theready half-destroyed; and,
